Mat. vii. 24, 25,2 he whoſoe 
2 e, and doeth bene J will liken bim to a 


heareth theſe 


ſayings of min 
n, which built his upon & Rock, &cc. 
8, 9. Be not deceived, God is not mocked : For 


Man Joweth, that ſtal be alſo reap, &c. 
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0 © R Rede bas iE 4 this is plain Dit 
""conrſe to Ae in the World, and John 
it Fr 40 the Cepſure 17. Jeb as will\ give them- 
ſelves the Tat to read it. If it may. be « any 
Service to Souls, I bave m my. ER and I hope Jon 
Have 7. yours. l wy the C ourſe of f my 9 7575 ; Have 


12 30 ragement 5 4205 om me, 
ut "what judge 10 be the Truth of po 
in 4 plain, and familiar Hl. N a7 1 on ircum- 
Plantes that Wy d for, this Sermon ſeem d d more e- 

culiari) to r requaro'tha b 100 Subject ſhould be importaw, 
and the M anagement ſerrus. 


I am obligd by ny Profeſſior on to be a Lover of 
Souls, and ly the Relation in which I have-ſtood 
10 you, and the Kindneſs you bave expreſſed: to ne, 
0 be tenderly concern d for Tours; 3 an 1 am fur 


<0 


7 


% 


The Dedication. 8 
T would bioe left = better Ad vice at Parting T I 
bad: knownchow. + 
I fall only. ae" to 8 J bo ſaid Pa Sermon 
a few Things that may be of particular Service as You 
are Tounger People and a Lecture. As to the former. ; 
N 2. 6. Be ſober minded; remembring that 
humble Thoughts of your omn Underſtandings, and 
the ricteſt Cal of your Senſes and Faſſo ons is 
highly. needful and moſt becoming. 
Beware of an. Inchanting World. Dart « ex- 
17 100 mucb, domt purſue too vebemently, be time- 
| h convinced by: Scripture and other Men's Expe- 
rience of what the Event will ſadly. ſhew, that 
a" ope World is Vanity and Vexation of 
et 1. Spirit. | 
Watch particularly. ly a again ibe inordinate Low 
ofa and Pleaſure, Here. I reckon hes your great- 
et Danger. Inure your ſelves to Labour aud Se 2 
nial, and tremblo to be found among thoſe. at laſt that 
48 are Lovers of Pleaſures, more than 
— | 1 er of God. * 
the ut moſt Gare of your Company. F. 
the 1 of be whoſe Fa p ate 


Af 


e 


The 8 al 

ure corrupt. I mean comratt no- bitimacy with ſach Man, 
— real Buſineſs calls, you: muſt follow under the 'Pro- 
tection :o / Divine Grace. But I bejeech Jon ne ver make em 
Boſom Friends nor - Companions of your innocent Pleaſures. In 
the Latter Inſtance 1 am moſt apprehenſive. When ever you 
ſee it neceſſary to relax and divert, de it under the Guard of 
ſuitable Company, 4 Liberal Glaſs * often been the Vehicle of 
ſpiritual Poiſon. And its no wonder to find the Contagion ſeige 
us upon too great Freedoms with infected Perſons. + 

Keep up a Regular Courſe of private Devotion. Done 
te Buſineſs prevent you in the Morning, nor Company in the 
Evening” An unfrequented Cloſet. will make 4 barren: Soul. 

Be- diligent in your Callings; particularly you that are Ser- 
vants, that Religion may not ſuffer as an Encourager of Idlenefs, 
'by * the Juſt Complaint "of your Famil), or tboſe you ſerve. Be 
not Slothful in Baſineſs; Adorn the DoRtine.of- Rom. 12. 11. 
od your Saviour in all Things. D. e e 

Don't ſet Death and Judgment at too great 4 Diſtanc (, 
This is. tbe Ruine of Thouſands ; They put far from them the 
Evil Day, and while it is at a Diſtance in their Imaginations, 
it often ſurprizes them Huprovided: Or if they live, they contract 
4 Habit of delaying., that follows em to Old 49 ge,, and makes 
them -ridiculouſly put off ſtill, as tho! they expeBted in the Literal 
Senſe, to renew their Youth, Ob! Remember now is the accepted 
Time, don't put off neceſſary Work to an Uncertain Futurity. 
Putting it off for a Day may be putting it off for Ever, 

As you are a Society, I beg leave to adviſe you 2 or 3 Things. 

| Don't neglect the Stated Miniſtry 50 are under upon the Ac- 

count of your Evening Opportunities, All-the Day is the Lord's. 


- J 2 


—— — 
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Aud it would be much to te D Diſerate * 3 Lectures in 
general, if for their ſalte jou ſhould neglect the Ordinary Seaſous 
of \Worſhip © This 7 4 Free will Offering, an Extraordinary 
den which was never allow d to put by, 4 ſtated ANNE 
Don't kt this intrench upon Family, or Clolet Worſhip. 
5 if due Prudence can't make both conſiſt (as it might with many, 
and I hope do's -with * ) _u had much berter omit Thi is than 
Them. 75 
HFlape a great "I har By: Ends don't ſway 50 and that 
you cover nothing Baſe, nothing Secular, under the fair Pretence 
-of multiply'd Devotions. T be Fyes of the World will be upon you, 
and the Eye of God is ſo : Jour Miſcarriage will be o Seater 
90 candal and higher Guilt than that of others. 
Alter all, fee that ye do not neglect Church. Communion : ; 
Ken Jour Baptiſmal Covenant, and make a Perſonal ſurrender of 
Hour Selves to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoit, and avow' Hm to 
.be your God by the Solemn Rite of the Loxd's Supper, a Plain 
and Expreſs Command of Chriſt as any in the Buble, tho" ſcanda- 
-louſly neglected by many of thoſe who ſeem to ſhew a Regard to 
Aten Precepts and Appoint ments. 

I ſhall Conclude with my Hearty Thanks for the Opportunity 
of Service I have had among you, and the Encouragement you 
have given me; and Hearty Prayers that you may all Grow in 
Grace: and the Knowledge of Chriſt, under your Plentiful 
Means, and at laſt Meet together i in the e. Aſſembly of the 
Just. This us what becomes Him to Wiſh and Pray, who is, 
Gentlemen N 

5 Your moſt Oblig d Faithful 
Servant and Soul's Friend, 


* 
: * 0 
. \. ; * ; E. 
5 5 a ; : &.- . 5 . 4+ #8 
P F . * * . 
e J. . 
N | 


50 A M E 8 I. "BM wor 


Bur bs: ye e Doers. of the W, ord, not 3 
1 _ onh, "as ving vu own ſelves. 


\ 


[N the foregoing Verſe the Apoſile: Exhorts to receive f 
with meekneſs the Ingrafted Mord; upon' this an 
fideration, that it is able to ſave our " Souls, 5 


— to — our Practice and govern our Lives. But E: 
be ye Doers, &c. q. d. Tho" the Word be a Word of 

LI. and able to ſeve your Souls, yet you'll be miſerably - 
miſtaken if you imagine this Effect will iſſue upon any 


Regard to it, ſhort of a ſincere Com npliance with the 
Precepts it contains. e 


Now it is of the laſt Conſequence to thoſe that fit at 
the Feet of them that diſpenſe the Everlaſting Goſpel, 

to be duly appriz d of this Matter, leſt they fall 2 
Exalted Expectations into the loweſt Hell, and wake at 
laſt out of a pleaſing Dream into unutterable Horrors; 


which will infallibly be the Caſe of ſuch as know their Luke 12. ar. 


| Maſter's Will and do it not. 
Knowing therefore the Terrors of the Lord, we perſwade , 

Men. It muſt needs affect us, to think, how man 
conſtant Hearers are gone from our Worſhiping Aſſem 
blies to the wretched Society of Devils, with whom they 
are blaſpheming God, by reaſon of their Plagues; and 
roaring out under the anſufferable Weight of Almighty f 
B Ven- 


62 105 q 

Vengeance, for deſpiſing the Grace of that Goſ] pel, the 

Preaqting of which they ſo diligently. attended 
We muſt needs tremble. at the view of a SrSwded- 

Auditory, when we have ſo much Reaſon to be appre- 


henſive leſt many of them who K 25 deyopt and ſerious 
Hearers, ſhould'be re _ at laſt, as Vor lr, of Iniquity ! 


This can be revented n er way; but by yo! 
doing the che Word yo hear; RH ckenfere OK) 0 1 
ſpend the Time before 00. this, Orcabon, better 
than in Engaging your Thoughts upon ſo awtul a Sub- 
jet? Which I ſhall by God 8 help, attempt in the Mer 
thod following: 7 
I. I would: conſider . 4 of the Word which i 
the Indiſpenfible. Duty of every one that hears it 
II. Conſider that bare: Hearing eee Men would fain 
Subſtitute in the Room of Domngi:. 
III. En qulre vihence it comes to paſsy that Men ſhould. 
ever. deceive themſelves with ſuch a ain Imagination, 
IV. Demonſtrate the vanity of this Conceit, and 
ſhew that ſuch * will be certainly! fruſtrated. 
V. wh 3 | | 
3. iii 10 #1 
I. I am to * "that Doine of 155 Word. Wat is 
the Indiſpenfiblt; Duty of every onè that hears it. The 
General; Import of this Expreſſion is obvious enough. | 
To bea Doer of the Word is to comply with the 28 
it enjoyns, to be a Doer of the Work as it is, v. 25. In 
e - >a s OWN. Mords. HN whatſoever be: — . 
r we A. 51 1 12111 | 
; Tan cannot here expect that 1 ſhould enter into the De-' . 
tail of Particu lars: It's the Buſineſs of our Lives to inſtruct 
you in the way of God's Commandments, which are.ex- 
ceeding Broad; and when we have done our utmoſt, we 
can never ſo dilate as to exhauſt the Subject. l hope 1 0 
have not ſbum l to declare to youthe. whole Counſel of Go 
It has been my ſincere, Endeavour in “all my — mrrogf 
to 


t8˙tK u 1 5 
IM 1 1005 TT © 165 ; 


Wie 3 
Ba a 


embrance;Jo n 6. 28. 
* — 
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to. Bite; 1 oh rk love the 712 d tt 5 6H all t 
ant, nd 12 Fab oy 8 i ory nh | 1d ind” 


: 
W Bs 155 
theſe two Co e 


. N bl; 
2 c Oh 


IN 
15 

| upon its | 
e N 7 12 e 
305 Us Th ade 1 ange toot hat 


J . 8 us, frame 22 28 11 7014 
E i e pe} Obedience th wh 


AW arc Yn; 8 

cf jors as no Ghee c with, 0 
7908 00 ty.a8 c --: 12,0. 

9 5 e Imüſt e Patt Ces RIO 


Perdue lt is n ing may be 21 2 2008 
cn a. Beth hg vs Word, l rep th dine End, or 


corte 20nd 980 God" Ex atiqus from us:, That Oben 
an Sf 157 5 bund l Happingſs- 
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1. It flows from a fncere Regard to God. We muſt 
obey becauſe God commands; That God who MaJcly 
we dread, whoſe Authority. we reverence, and whoſe 


Grace we adore ; to do what God would have us, for 
that very Reaſon becauſe he would have us, is abſo- 


Zach. 5 7. 


lutely neceſſary to acceptable Service. How rich ſoever 
our Offerings be, he will always reje& and abhor where 
there's Room for that Expoſtulation, Did you do it at 40 
unto me, even unto me. Upon this Accouut it is that 
the Apoſtle lays ſo vaſt a'ſtreſs upon Charity (or Love 


1 Cor. 13. 1. to God.) Tho" 1 ſpeak (ſays he) with the Tongues of Men 


and of Angels, and have not Charity, I am become as a 
ſounding Braſs or a tinkling Cymbal. And tho I have the 
Gift of Prophecy, aud underſtand all Myſteries and al 

nowledge; and thi IT have all Faith, ſo that J could 


remove Mountains, and have not Charity, I am nothing, 


And after having ſhewn the Inſufficiency of even Spiri- 


tual and Miraculous Gifts without Charity, he proceeds 


to paſs the ſame Cenſure upon a great deal of that 


which may be call d Duty and Doing, and would make 
a very Pompous Appearance in the World ; for he adds, 

Tho' I beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and give my 
Body to he burned, and bave not Charity, it profiteth me. 
nothing. The Sum of all is plainly this, that whatever 


a Man does in Religion from any other Principle than 


Prov. 19. 22. 


2 Kings 10. 15. 


a Cor. 8. 12. 


that of a ſincere Regard to God, will prove worthleſs 
and unavailable. The Deſire of a Man is his Kind- 
zeſs. Tis ſo among Men, and tis ſo in God's Account. 


Ts thy Heart right as my Heart is with thy Heart? was the 


Queſtion which Jeh» put to his Friend Jebonadab. So 
tis the Heart God expects; and if there be a willing Mind 
it is accepted, not according to what a Man hathj net, but 
according to what he hath. From whence it has been 
piouſly obſery'd, ** That tho God oftentimes accepts 
de the Will without the Deed, he never accepts the 

r.. 


2. it 


| - 4.4 4 
2. It is Impartial, and without Reſerve. Indeed Cod 
does not expect perfect Obedience in this World, but 
yet an acceptable Doer of his Word muſt have reſpeò to pfil. 119. 6. 
all his Commandments, muſt except againſt none, nor 
indulge himſelf in the negle& of any thing that God has 
made his Duty. It's the Character of a Hypocrite to | 
be Partial in God's Law. And our Apoſtle ſets this Mal. 2. 3. 
Matter in a clear Light, Chap. 2. V. io, 11, &c. Whoſo. 
ever ſhall keep the whole Law and yet offend in one Point, 
be is guiltyof all. And he gives the Reaſon of ſo ſevere 
a Cenſure in the following Verſe. He that hath ſaid 
do not commit Adultery, ſaid alſo do not kill, &c. We 
muſt therefore have a Conſcientious Regard to Natural 
and Poſitive Laws, firſt and ſecond Table Dutys, if we 
would pleaſe him who requires of us to do juſily, and love Micah 6, 2. 
Mercy, and walk humbly with our God. It's Impious 
 Mockery to compound for the negle& of one Duty, by 
Exactneſs and Abundance in another, as tho' the Holy 
God might be put off with a Barren Faith, or Phariſaical 
Righteouſneſs, in ſpight of his poſitive and repeated 
Declarations to the contrary. He can never have a due 
Regard to the Authority of the Law-givers that mangles 
the Law at his own Pleaſure, He that will obey but as ? 
_ himſelf pleaſes, affronts the Sovereign he pretends to 
own, and Traiterouſly exalts himſelf by aſſuming a 
Diſpenſing Power, and making himſelf ſuperiour to 
that Law which ſhould governhim. | 
3. It is Conſtant, Habitual, and Perſevering. Bleſſed pfal. 106. 3. 
3s he that doth Righteouſneſs at all times. There muſt be 4 
patient continuing in well doing : He that endures to the Rom. 2. 7. 
End ſhall be ſaved : And in due time we ſhall reap if we >" Is 
feint not, Therefore he that obeys but hen he pleaſes, . 3 
is much ſuch a Servant as he that does but what he 
pleaſes. He brings forth fruit to himſelf, being govern'd 
by his own uncertain Fancy, not by the Word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever. Our Goodneſs _ 
WET ſore 


{FF | 
| Hoſ.as.4 fore muſt not be like: the Morning Cloud or early Dew, 
| that goeth away. It ſhould be as a Living Spring whoſe 

U prev. 4 18. Waters fail not, or as the ſbiniug Light that ſbineth more 

- | Aud more unto the perfe# Daß. 

4. It is an Evangelical Obedience, i. e. upon Goſpel 
Principles, and agreeable to the Goſpel Conſtitution. 

2 Cor. 5. 14. The Love of Chriſt muſt conſtrain us. We muſt act un- 

| der the Influences of his Spirit, and not think t6 

farniſh out a Holy Converſation in our on Strength. 

No, we mult be ftrengthned with might by bis Spirit in 

the Inward Man. According to that of the Apoſtle 

Gal. 2. 2. Paul, Ilive, yet not 1, but Chriſt liveth in me. We muſt 

ſee that we be rooted and built up in bim, or elſe our 
Fruit will be wild, and our Structure rotten. We muſt 
alſo take care that our Obedience keep its proper Place; 
that we don't exalt it into the Room of our Redeemer's 
Kighteouſneſs; always remembring that ia him we 

1 Cor. 1. 30. have Righteonſneſs and Strength, that He of God 

= made unto us Righteouſneſs, and that by the Works of the 

Gal. 2.16. Lam ſball no Fleſh living be juſtified. And with this Cats 

tion we can never apply our ſelves too zealouſly to 
Duty, nor entertain too high and honourable Thoughts 
of a Perſonal Righteouſneſs, which, how much-foever 
it be depreciated when it preſumes to compare with the 
_ Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is yet in every ſingle Branch 
of it, in the ſebt of God of great Price. Inſomuch that 
an Irreverſible Decree has made it neceſſary to our Sal- 
vation, and Heaven it ſelf ſhall ſooner paſs away than 

Heb. 12. 14. any Unholy Soul be admitted into it. Without Holineſs 

Rev. 22. 13. % Man ſhall ſee the Lord. leſſed are they: that do his 

Command ments, that they may have right to the 1 
| © Life, &c. For without are Dogs. &c. Theſe andia Thouſan 

"mm Scriptures more bear Teſtimony to the Reputation of 

that Goſpel Holineſs, which ſome reje& as Duty and 


others ſcorn as Evangelical. 


Eph. 3. 17. 


* 


* * 


II. I am to conſider ht Hearing: which many would: 
fain ſubſtitute in the Room of Doing, and have ſup- 
ply the Place of that Obedience I have been deſcribing; 
And that I may deal the more effectually with ſuch 
unhappy Self-deceivers;- I' ſhall; givertheir Plea all the 
Advantage 1 can, and conſider meer heating with -alt 
its moſt plauſible Circumſtances, that Men may be pre- 
vailed with not to lean npon this Staff of 4 broten Reed, 


which will not only fail, but enter into their Souls and 


pierce em. And here „ Yea . 
1. Hearing alone will not avail to ſaving Purpoſes, 


tho” the Word be diſpensd with the greateſt Purity, 
Plaineſs, Zeal and Fervour imaginable. We are indeed 


to chooſe thoſe for our Spiritual Guides whom we ap- 


prehend beſt qualify'd. for that: Awful Work, and their 


Gifts beſt ſuited-to our Edification; but this alone is: 
far from being ſufficient to our Salvation. Tho our: 


Miniſter be a Boanerges, a Son of Thunder, or a Barna- 


bas, a Son of Conſolation ; Tho' he be an Apollos, Elo- 


quent and mighty in the Scriptures, his Qualifications: 


may aggravate, but not prevent our Damnation, if 


we be unper ſwadable and difabedient... St. Raxlpreach'd 


to-many that contradicted and blaſphemed, and ſo. was ads 13. ,5. 
to them the ſavor? of Death unto Death. Tea, the bleſſed 2 Cor. 2. 16. 
Jeſus himfelf's:the true and faithful Witneſs, will be the Heb. 5. g. 


Author of Eternal Salvation only to them that oben him: 
And accordingly! he ſends away thoſe (as Workers of Ini- 


quity) thut could fay Wer bave eaten and drunk» iu thy Lake 13. 26: 


Preſence, and thou haſt taught in our \ſlreets. , Now, if 
the Excellency of the Preacher could ſave the-Hearers 


without Doing, certainly theſe: had the , beſt Hopes 


that heard the Voice of the blefſed Jeſus himſelf, who 
ſpake as never Men ſpake. But we ſee their Diſappoint- 


ment, let that be our Caution. 


2. Having: 


R 
2. Hearing only will not ſave our Souls, tho' we at- 
tend to it with the utmoſt Conſtancy and Frequency that 
our Circumſtances will admit. How ſtatedly and how 
often ſoever we hear, we ſhall be loſt for ever, if we 
oy hear. Tho' we hear in ſeaſor and out of ſeaſon, 
th» we take never ſo much Pains, run never ſo great 
Hazards, go from Sea to Sea to ſeek the Word, and 
venture our own beſt Blood to get the ſincere Milk of 
the Word, yet if we only hear, our Labour's loſt, and 
worſe than loſt, and ſo it will be. . 

3. Tho' we hear with never ſo much Attention and | 
Diiigence. It is our Duty indeed to attend with the | 
utmoſt Application, and they are very Criminal who 

draw nigh to God with their Bodys, when their Hearts 
are abroad in the World. But it's not enough barely 
to hear, tho? never fo attentively. Tho' we hang upon 
the Preacher's Lips and catch every flowing Word, this 
will never ſupply the Place of Conſcientious Obedi- 
ence. Nor, by | 

4. Tho? we hear with never ſo much Underſtanding. 

| Indeed its our Duty to hear and underſtand, but Know- 
1 ledge ſeparate from Practice will never fave us. If ye 
| | {now theſe things happy are ye if e do them. See to this 
Purpoſe, Rom. 2. 17, 18, 19, Oc. Ignorance is ſome- 
5 times admitted as an Excuſe, but what Effrontery is it 
i to plead our Connuſance of the Law againſt an Indict- 
9 ment for breaking it? | 
5. Hearing alone will not ſave us, tho' we Remem- 
| | ber what we hear; I confeſs it's our Duty to remember 
i what we can, and a Happineſs to be able to retain 
l much ; and yet a Man may be able to repeat a Sermon 
word for word, and after all be a forgetful Hearer, 
becauſe not a Dover. See V. 25. A Faithful Memory 
and an Honeſt Heart are two Things, and very often 
found aſunder. The Prieſts and } hariſees could ſay, 


Wat 27, 63, e remember what this Deceiver ſaid while he was yet alive. 
After 


Toy ) _ 
” . Deyr L UE 97 and Yar we 
22 — their Poti. There's" e . 9 
downto fhe. Plc of Darkneſs und Horde, ith 8 
his Head. full of Welpen and his Memory full 
of Goſpel- Sermons. n 2 871 9 12 
6. Nor will Hearing alene Sealto the! it be with 
great Delight and Plicfurt Herod heard John gladly,” 
which yet would not compenſate for his inceſtuous 
Converſation with Herodias. And Exthicl's' Hearets at- 
tended to him, as a very lovely Seng; and: d yet this was 
their Condemnation; IT har they! beard hi 5 Words "but £1, 3 
did them not. Men may love to hear upon e Thohlan d 
flöorreign Accounts, and yet hate to be reformed, "and" | 
ſo be loſt for ever. As we\may, © 
7. Tho' we hear with never ſo Arong Convi@Sions. 
The Word which Paxt Preach 'd made Felix tremble: 
But tho the Rock was : ſhook it did not melt, an 
the Caſe is ſadly common. "How: many 'Thouſani s 
have ſhook; and ſweat, and wept under Sermons, 
and yet have gone on fil i in their Treſpaſſes, and been 
plung'd in Eternal Perdition. So again, 
8. Tho we hear with never ſo good Purpoſes and 
Reſolutiout. Theſe are indeed our Duty, and à hope- 
ful Step to ſaving Benefit by the Word, but they often 
prove — Theſe Bloſſoms never knit into 
Fruit, and many a one has promis'd thus fair that 
has at laſt been cut down as cumbring the Ground, 
and, ceſt into the: Fire. Chriſt has taught us the Cha- 
rage of that Soni that ſaid, Igo Sir, aud went not: 
And at was the Language Under of thoſe harden = 
Wretches, whoſe Carcaſſes fell in the wilderneſs; 
that the Lord hath ſaid. unto” or, we will an” Ee: 
-5x 01 ,Þ2 aimbs 90 flat mm: 51 to g. 1 do ö 
III. Lam ch equi whereeit comer to paſs that tet 
Men ſhould: deceive themſelves with ts pe vain Imi- 
tend as this is, 'That Men ſhould thus impoſe 


upon 


, 00 


1 wagghoy tes 


Pfal. 14. 1, 


God: A true Notion 


( 
a : with Saeed e 
8 1 — Tt 82 
If Men have neh þ un, 
ſometell — many of the Jem: da) muſt be the Tt 


of groſs Ignorance. Such Hearers muſt needs be perfectly 


ign orantof the God they ꝓtetend to digg e f he 
Nature of their own Souls, that Salvation they expeck. L 


and the very Teneur and Purport of the Word 'the 


hear z as I may have occalion to ſhew more fully in its 
proper place. But I can hardly fappoſe Men capable' 


of fuck a Ridiculous: Thought. And therefore, 
2. Ther Generality at leaſt, ef bare Hearers, only 


declare this praFiiady. (as the Fool fapt in bis. 'Eleart, 
there in no God, He is practically an Atheiſt, | becduſe he 
lives as if there was none.) And then this muſt be im- 
puted to the Pawyemof their: * Lufts, ſupported- by 
„ Agensy: of the Devil! They are i it Wee its 
anted and bewitch'd; underan Infatuation; or fort of 
Dias ictractiont and dae they haue Rtaſon, the ACt adi 
Exerciſe of it is for the Time ſuſpended ... 
The Matter is ſe unaccęuntable that 1 ball dite 4 it 
with only this Remarl. That if Men do rea think 
that meer Hearing will ſupply the Plate H Doing they 
are ea to a Wonder. H' theyiknom better; arid yet 4 
as if this were their Judgment, they- are diftratted,” 
Or fometbiag; warden Lhan't a Name for! wy Fits 
en any £9: 0 3! 51 16 pri 
I. h;am to rp "the: Hui -of\tha 18 
Aad 0 alk that There Atendyribideünder itte Ts: 
former Heads I ſhall- add dome moe diteck and forki' 

Arguments: And here, an 

1. I ſhall argue from: cher Nas dad PerfoSions of 
them muſt be admitted, to re- 

Nate all our Conceptions in Matters of Religion No- 
thing can, be true ſtllat is mot agveeable to: che Wolle 
1 a as given us of himſel : Tea; whatever 
cannot 


my 


tannet Wines a gegeben i 
indiſputably falſe. Nor cariwe'believeany Ming fc 
we pretend to caſt A Slur wpoti ä f is Herfektib 
tho that Approhenfion be founded upeh wiftate. 
Notion muft firſt be re&ify'd before dur Aſſent᷑ can de 
demanded. Now upon this Seppoſition,” how vain a 
Fancy muſt that be which would ſubſtitute meer Hear- 
ing in the Room of Doing? 'Confeder' hie, avi fi w our 
ſelver Men] Can an glei, Heave-ſeure 804 
he deceived? Can vin Man that „ born like bf. wild 
Aſſes Colt, poſſibly impoſe upon him whoſe Under = 
ing ir Infinite? Is it to be fuppos'd that he cant 
guiſh between Ceremony — Obedience Or that the 
ſubttleſt Cheat upon arch tan paſs upon Him Shadow 
for Snbſtanoe, Words for Action, or Bodily Exerciſe To 
Inward\Godlineſs and a Regular Converfition? ” 


a. Jeæm God be imock'd? Shall a daring 2 5 
fulfer'd to banter him to his Face, and 80 u 
Juſtioe of God endure that 18 Deretver eb 


Will the 
Bade in bis Flock a Male, and vow ind ſacrifice to 9 45 
Lord a corrupt thing ? Offer it to anEarthly'Governour, 
and judge in this Caſe by his os pan 11 will aſcribe 
Righteonſueſe to: my Maker. And canTt bam Toon 
he who it to judge the World, And Yer 1155 
boraling 20 bi Works; will ever awart the fame thing to 
Doers and Hearers, and put no Differente Cartoon im 
that knows his Will and him that did it? 'Canfider ſeri- 
ouſly! Can the Hay God be ſuppos d to take Pleaſure in 
a vile Sinner, moetly becauſe he attends His Worthip, 
and mingles with his e? Would it Alter the Nas 
ture of à Goat if he ſhould fold among sheep? Gr 'a 
falſe Diamond to be well ſet? 1 55 'aſham'd to urſys 
the:: Argument.” Oh] what 2 muft 'theſe 5555 
have of God, chat can bntertain Rib a Foie 
What a Goda he be if they/ are in che right? 104 
Argue, 92 115: 45 Or DnD YE. N by 81417 


19410 8 C2 | 2, From 


Ti at 2, 14+ 


Nini 
8. From the Netwerof our na Sone If we had 


no other Facultys but what enabled us to hear and 
know, and wiſh and purpoſe, &. we might expect 
that God would require only according to what he gave. 
But to what purpoſe is an Execxtide Power and Power 


of acting agreeably to the Dictate of our Minds, if meer 
Hearing, under what Circumſtances ſo ever, were ſuſſi- 


cient to anſwer the End of our Creation. At this: rate 


God has given us Facultys in vain, &c. But to purſue 
that Abſurdity would lead me back to the former Argo- 
ment. And therefore, 

2. I argue from-the Nature of that Salvotion we expect. 


He knows nothing of Salvation or Happineſs that does 


not look upon Holineſs Eſſentially Ingredient to it. 
For a reaſonable Creature to be happy is to have the 
Image of God renew'd upon his Soul, to be Partaker 


1 ef the Divine Nature. To have transforming Views of 


is Glory. To be like him, by ſeeing him as he is} Gr. 


The Work and Happineſs of Heaven is to. be:always in 


the Preſence of God, taſting his Love, doing his Will, 
and ſinging his paiſe. Now, for any to think they can 
be thus happy without Holineſs, is the wildeſt Imagi- 
nation in x is World. Either Men muſt own the Ne- 
ceſſity of Holineſs. to Happineſs, or they muſt find out 
fone: OV, Heaven than the Scripture is acquainted 
with ; for their Hopes are founded upon this wretched 
Suppoſit tion, That they may be ſaved without —— 
A Conttadiction which- L need not expoſmmCC. 5 
45 From the Conſtant Tenour of the Word: we Sour, 
[ERce.: t "Argument is obyious enaugh: Eitlier the 
ord you hear is true or falſe ; if falſe; why do you 
Rear it? If true, why don't you believe it 2 H you ſay 
Qu; do belieye it, let me ask you, Is there any thing 
bet in it than the Neceſlity of Obedienee, op doing 

cle God?! Did. you ever heat à Sermon in your 
has thiat? id not ſome Reference to Practice? We can 


appeal 


. c f b 
Ren 1 5 bf on? Preaching, 
vifible Aim, to better egulate . ve 


Liter. Herein e 93 hows ſrt 'of our Bleſſed 
Lord, alt whoſe Sermons were to direct Men's Practice. 
His firſt Sermon is in a manitier ons Cofſtinued Exhotta- 
tion ; and at the Concluſionof i it he has this remarkable 
Paſſage ," Mat. 7. 24. T erifore' w whoſt 
Sayires. of mint and doth then,” T will I FROM? him to a wife 
Man", which built his Houſe pon Rock. Aud 407 one 
that heareth theſe Sa 210 of rt; ad darb then not, ſhall 
be liken'd to a fooliſh M 1855 built bit Houſe upon thy 
rv Aceh dingſy Fit i obſervable tlat the great Gof- 
Preacher St. 2% concludes all His Epiſtles 01 


ractical Inferences from the Tratl he had deliver'd. 
And this Example of his bikes alf renz but ſure our 


Applications are ſtrangely H t, 88 Arft 
be allfyoor Duty W ich. os 00 1 Mp E En: 
5. From'th Decay oj mim {8 af i 25 
Men another Day, and fix” their Peat State. 
bleſſed Redeemer has told us, that it's only ce Den 


of his Father's Will ſhall be admitted into Heaven, Not Mat, 7. are. 


every one that fairk #ntd"me Lord ! Lord! all enter anto 
the Kingdom of Header: And Ie takes f tice, of ſuch 
Impertinent Pleas is Thave” been” mentioning; Man 
will ſuy unto me in that Diy, Lord have we: 170. prophify 4 
in thy. Name, &c? Then wil 1 profeſs unto them I. * 
Few you. And füre he beſt Knows⸗uf on what Ter 

we are to be admitted! to His own Gl, i TENT T6tt oy 
86. T may argue from che Inſuf Genc of ln 


kllat ages beyond baxe Hearing, with "all" the AJvinta- | 
geous Circumſtances I have mention'd'; and that is 
partial: Obedience. Now if there be an Obedience, 2 
Doing the Word that will- not ava to the Salvation of 
the 80 fl. (as IT have ſhew'd. at 'Farge) wer, Hoxring, 
which: falls ſhort of. that, muff needs be inſufffici — 
Shall 


ver Beareth the e 
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bened. Gonſcience: Particular * 
we 1 5 APE. to Nie * 2 


partially rh en (thro' The: art of  Decaying.Na- 


Caſe of D Dying. 


1 ture, ſe ble Objects (rie w Kindly, and. the Soul 
. begins to be egen Id from Warl diy 11 ncumbrances. 
i And it is. Fans 121 al ply, Men are then-wont 
A 5 yall ir N Obadience. to the. W 


cr e very dil igently heard. They 


aa 1 Pretences, by hi ch they 

q Xa fore wil 0 opens and . m. they kd 
. in 3 ' Courſ; <0 [9a 45 wy 1 can never take 
|| Comfart in the Review of 4 paſt They then pur- 


le and promiſe, if God ſhall 165 — em, to ſpend the 
=} e of their Days in his F aichtul Service, and to 
W with the Fruit of Righteouſneſs fo Yea, this} is the 
10 Senſe of the Beſt at Men; who, tho” they t may have no 
bh Mehanc] Apprehenſions, . 25: 1 ta their Future State, J 
1 Mao: built their Hopes upon the, Rock of Aget, and 
WM n their Souls upo upon the Merits of a Redeemer; 
0 d. to all this have the Teſtimonꝝ of their Conſcience, 
| Pfal. 18.-21.qhat they have ot bc ler 17 5 9701 1. Yet 
= Pagen gane dcn dic, are, deeply. humbled. under a 
Senſe of their nue rableneſs Di edience; and 
| are ready to ſpend. ch eir laſt Rea 2 as oue of the beſt 
A. B. #ſher. Saints upon Earth did, did, ſaying, 1 40 , forgive. 
| Sins of Own, . 1 80 Sond 2, wire th oh 
Y Publican began, Gas 110 me, Heng 
0 | Ae a of Dying Men — —_— command nded 


retite, 3 3 twee its 
e. ee " 896d — 


aer a ee Fach eim dad weir ithentit. In 
Ie Walter, 01812 19 vet ] riot r 18710 tw NN 
Laſtly, ygus from the Proyire of theſe very 
RED MVC 5 bag cho Oraco af Gbd Aud n- 
fluences Of s Spirit ſoins what umcu⁰ h if they; 
Have no Pty inegmbens. nw Whnk 16 doc Vds, i- 
y krifte in d oring rie Diving Aſpſtasde, when ü 
they have 90 Obel ont for . brol & div eonviing) 
© THis Hay abatidantlyfuffiesl to rhr q he Mit f 
ſuty Exp Sctat ii a5 L We been vonfidering. HA 
I had aim d Meeri y tb D ſepbbutions a; Matter atm 
| ſenfible I had Grid teb miudh. oc But Milltiphcity of: Ar- 
guments tends to impkeſs as Wellasſconyirice 3: and Men 
- mach! more flecd- te Have. Nuts faſten d ripan;theit) 
Hearts that Heard toxhoir/Uniterſtandingnogy Thie 
Cnüidbratierf answs w2 inTiayontarit;Prafiical Kat 
_ lah ph to prove whar wry! bu $drmallyi 
ety A8 1 Feaſt neh thv-the get ruth ofthe: - 
Being of of a God! eee Aa 
291 511197 2 SAG : 8 13718 10d : 1:9f1 yorl out T 
"rage nl As thoPruthallenteds oh neb 
2% ae 5indufficient +6, Salyzs: 
tio A — be tile Oafe of tRD I who! wN Iſs - 
wh — vonchſafe to That when they ſhould be 
the 3 God's Worſhip, ure Hl 


0 tering deimfi b 
Mt ee ving for che Mord zr ant 
p ple Siege ydb Thang :Ebnfecrating thi 


Lord's Day to the Devil's -Sermicd;::amdotreaſuring iu 

Mraib 4g. vin ze Day of ''Wruzh;i whenithey fhotld!. be 
bling bn} 185+" , SatourianodWhato caſt be, the © 

Dovm- of hof who! ar 2 21. 14. + 
Hbivetr the Hearing but 4 be ve 1 Arghun depare 
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uy, pe, daßre not W Ai AMan Hay, 


E 
[il Rear and yeti porifhpbitikhd[thad rafaſe 
I eaerys 4 ee thodifhle eee | 
_ ale, Whaehiaſt bach Cafe bf cheſe whoſe Hearags. 
bw - I falls ſhort of that which I have repreſented as abſolutely: 
_ Toſafficient d Salvation N As: partievlarly,;-: 1 
ATR bie upon Choice hear Blind Ouidet, hen 
they IL uf God offers em an Able Miniſtry 
ho. chdoſe tb be under the Conduct of ſuch as will 
propheſy foot Ag, und never diſturb; their ſleepy: 
Conſciences with a loud and faithful Alarm, when, 
they inight enjoy the Bleflingy pf ſuch . Teachers as 
would lift. xy their voice ack Trumpet, and mt ſpare to 
teib 'tmithe Truths for fear of their Enmity bu Ren 
And what quiift became f thoſe; Who hear without: 
Attention 2: who, inſtead of regarding the Voice of God 
that ſounds from the Pulpit, are amusd with the Dreſs 
aud Neportmaht fiche Ariditors; and are ag uncon- 
cernbd at the. Buſineſa befbre em as the. Seats, they ſit 
in ler the Uround they tread en „e 
Equally miferabie muſt they be whorhear but an- 
derſtaut not that neither know, nor ſtrive to know the 
Things they hear: But after a long Courſe of Atten- 
* dance wponithe Preacfiingiof:the, Mord; are as. ignorant 
0 28 Children, arid: had:ncedito; begfangbt which: are the 
Heb. 5. 12. fiſt Promtipler of +he Oracles Gol. 
hat will become of: thoſe who. ever remember u hat 
they hear, and that not thro'.a natural Weakneſs of 
Memory, but ja: negligent i2ndheedJeſs Tem Wt t! i 
66 | Np AS7 
0 cho it were an Impertinent Tale, and uttetly, inſignifi- 


$9 g ſo far, 
rophepnen? 
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- Dlajghs, +| The) Aurhortty of Superjours,, Education, 
i Icgtefeſt, Gelnchnftrains vm to give; their, Attendanceg 
YM Mel. 2. 1. bur ab tie ſame time they cry. Behold; anbnt & wearineſs: 
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Finally. what ſhall we ſay of ſuch as hear without 
any Canvict ions or Reſolutions ? that never ſtartle ar the 
Thunder of the Law, nor liſten to the Charm, of the 
Goſpel, but are like the deaf Adder, utterly unimpreſs'd, 
and their Hearts harder than the Nether Mill- ſtone. If 
a Man may like Agrippa, believe the Scriptures, and be 
almoſt perſwaded to be a Chriſtian, and yet fail of the 
Grace of God ; where ſhall ſuch as theſe appear? If a 
Man may knock at Heaven Gate and yet be thruſt 
down to Hell, its eaſy to know their Doom who ever 
ash the way to Zion, nor ſet their Faces thitherward. © _ 

3. We may here ſee the Reaſon why among multi- 
tudes of Profeſſors there are ſo few Real Saints; becauſe 

Hearing is ſo much eaſier than Doing. Men may hear 
the Word at very little Expence, but can't practice it 
without more Application and Self-denial than Fleſh 
and Blood will ever like. It's eaſier to hear a Thon- 
ſand Sermons than renounce one Idol, mortify one 
Luſt, or perform one Duty in Spirit and m Truth. 
Upon this Account the Gate is ſaid to be ſtrait and the 
5 and no wonder if there be but few that 

— | | 
a Laſily, We may ſee what Reaſon Miniſters have to 
preſs their Hearers to be Dvers of the Word. This is 
the trueſt Evidence of our Love to People's Souls. And 
ip this Method I chooſe to expreſs my Affection to You 
of this LeFure, I thankfully acknowledge, You have 
been kind to me, and the beſt Return I can make, is 
to entreat You to be kind to your own Souls, in a par- 
ticular Regard to the Word You have loved to hear. 
Suffer therefore Brethren, the Word of Exhortation. Be 
Doers of the Word, and not Hearers only, &c, And let 


me add by way of Motive. . 
e111 1e Ht i & $4175 $31. "aa: 1 T | 
. If yon are Hearers only, you'll certainly loſe your 


Souls. Lou may flatter your ſelves with Hopes of 
Heaven; but as.ſure. as Heaven is Heaven, or that there 
e een IS 20a 
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RET” 
is a, Goch in it, your Exp*Qations will be fruſtrate, and 
0 Your Hopes małe you aſham d. What CHaracter wonld 
6 you: give that Man, that being bound to the Indies, 
hy: fhou)d content himſclf with hearing a Lecture of Geo- 
* graphy or Navigation. Will attending a Diſcourſe of 
i N.edicine or Anatomy, cure a Diſeaſe, or ſet a broken 
= Bone? I wiſh Men would firſt make the Ridiculous Ex- 
+_- periment upon their vile Bodies, before they trifle fo 
| egregiouſly at the Expence of their precious Souls! 
bi. 2. That Hearing, from which you ſo fondly expect 
mW ſo much; will not only diſappoint your Hopes, but 
„ aggravate your Miſery. The more Means you have of 
„ knowing. jour Maſter's Will, the more Stripes you muſt 
Mat. 11- 24: ſuffer for diſobeying it. I will le more tolerable far 
Soclom and Gomorah in the Day of Judgment, than fon 
3. Your Ruin will lie at jour own Doors ; Deceiving 
your own. ſelves, The Word of God fays nothing to- 
countenance ſuch a wretched Miſtake : And we the Mi- 
niſters of that Word have the Teſtimony of our own. 
Conſciences, and appeal to yours; yea, call him to 
witneſs that: is, greater than our. Hearts, that, we have 
never ſaid: any thing to encourage fa h 4 Conceit. 
And I would once more, at parting, ſound the Awful 
Alarm, and enter my folemn Proteſt againſt your taking 
M up with any thing ſhort of Practical Godlineſs; that if 
0 you will throw away your ow# Souls, I may at leaſt 


A 


i EET TT, % 
M7 44§᷑ That Doing God's Word which we urge, is 0 
Mk ſech unpleaſant Thing, that you ſhould make uſe of 
wa ſach unaccountable Sophiſtry to evade it. No Tongue 
uf can.expreſs the Pleaſures of Holy Obedience. The 

"WW Exerciſe, of Love to God, and Faith in 4 Redeemer, 
| Communion. with Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In- 
. ward Tranquility of Soul, and ſometimes ine xpreffible 
. WMultations in: Proſpect of Eternal Glory, afford 2 
| 1 Pleaſnre:: 


3 „ 


Pieatiits w Nl nd IPs er, 17 55 e, with, Yea! * 1 
it's in [ol 1 code 1 9255 of theſe Things to 


unexperieuc d Minds: _— 2 this purpoſe is the Una- 
nimous Prof hon of thoſe: who have praftjcally known 


the Tay? 55 K inen Jeſis, avowing that ther, is more 
Rea ſure. e even in, Mo rtificatian,. Self. nial, and 
Suffering | or. Cay, fan, 10 an e 005 Nord y. Enjoyment. 
whatſoever; accord, ing to: th y. of the Fit. 


teſt, becauſe moſt 2 jag: "Who has told 
us by the Spirit of GOO» that, 45. Milte ways are Prov. 3. 17. 
Pleaſanteeſs... 7 | 
5. When, we call upon you ts "do. the Werd h 
hear, we preſs you to nothin 5 K what is poſſable Ad a 
feaſible. We know the preſent Frame of Human Na- 
ture too well to ex 9 abſolute Perfection in this Life: 
a we acknowle that. even- Goſpel Duty has its 
culties „ but t God expects is what you may 
perform, not in your own. trength but r. Inder the — 
Old Teſtament there Was 2 Noah; a Juſt Mar aud per Gen. 6: 9. 
feck, who walk'd with God, ap hey righteous before bim ä 
A Caleb, who followed Ged fully A Job, who was per- Num. 14. 24; 
feet and. upright, and ft area Cod, and. eſchewad Evil. The Job 1. K. 
time wauld. fail to tell of all thoſe Worthies who, through 
Faith wronght Righteouſneſs. and obtain d Promiſes. 4 "Heba 1323338. 
Under the New Teſtament Diſpenſation there Rave 
been vaſt Numbers of Holy Souls, who with Paul have ; 
found God's Grace. ſs feat for Jem, and could do 4/2 cor. 12. g.. 
things this Chriſt ſtrengi bring ear. Now Jeſus Chriſt 8 33 
the. ſame neflerdays, to, as for ever... He has the Re- 1 
ſidue of the Spirit, and, will give it to them that ask it. 
However, jp de Trial, and lee if you don't find fuit- 
noni Help! Can you erpect that a Plea of Diſability 
dmitted again(} Frefdens 10 ae and 
b Nauk too? 18 1 
The er;; whoſe Will you: : are called to ds, is 
area or 4560 were,” He knows how to make kind" 
> A: _ Allow-- 
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l 130. 4. Allowances, ang diſpenſe Graco Pardong,,, There is. 
; "4 > 4 1 the - 4% Bi "F i ſt be feare: 5 ni , 
e with Hee that they mot be fel Let me. 
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7. If you will not be Doers of the Word, you'll cer- 
5 tainly wiſh you had. O my Friends, e foreſee a black 
WR . 45 Yard {V4 a 1:13 Vf}, T4 MR\m at "WW I Oy #}FY 
Mil  apd gloomy Time, an Hour of Aflition,” a Day of 
bi Death and Judgment, Ge, in which, you'll believe and. 
Mi tremble, as your Tempters the Devils do now. You'll. 
| believe then that Truth againſt which you may now 
UW perhaps riſe up in Scorn and Indignation. You'll ſee 
16 ' thro' the vain Pretences that now deceive you, and 
M find upon what a Sandy Foundation you built your 
*t Hopes, aud forely wiſh when *tis too late, that you 
15 2 Cor. 1. 12. could ſay with the Apoſtle, Our rejoycing i this, the 
Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly 
ſincerity we have had our Converſation in this World, 
Laſtiy, I fhall only farther ſay, It is no Intereſt of 
our own we ſeek in this Matter. Our Temporal In- 
tereſt may be as well ſerv'd by the bare Hearing ; and 
we are ſo ſatisfy'd of this, that it's with the greateſt 
Heavineſs of Heart we ſometimes conſider how many 
of the moſt Liberal ,Encouragers of the Goſpel wilt 
fail at laſt of the Grace of it, and never enter into that 
Reſt that remains for the, People of Gol. And as to our 
Spiritual and Eternal Intereſt, tho' every Convert be 
our Crown and Joy, yet we have a Maſter whoſe Re- 
wards are not, diſpens'd according to the Succefs we 
2 Cor. 2. 15 have, but the Diligence we give. We are unto” God a 
ſweet ſavour of Chriſt in them that periſh, Tho' we labour 
Ila. 49. 4 in vain, and ſpend our ſirength for nought, yet our Judg - 


ent is with the Lord, and our Work with our God. 
I ſhould now give ſome Directions to the willing 
"yp Flearer, that would alſp. be a Doer of the Ward,” 1. 
15. hall content my felf to give you fome few Hints. 

| Conſider what has been, ſaid, and fee if l have not 
fully prov'd the Infufficsency of N 
n VVV 
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S God's: The k e of his Will 8 X Nr 
r Duty. Remember it is not our Word, Dar our 

aſters. We: preneß not our ſelves, but : Chrift | 255 
Lord. It will help in tne you to obey; if 55 con 
who" commands. 216 JOY SIYNIGD 70 KN Tg 
Come to hear wick a Deſſau to do: fe 180 | 
Klvto Reſblution, which is the next ſtep to actual 
Performance. Reſolve in the ſtrength of” "Chriſt that 

you will practice as welf a8 hear,” That you'll: obey 

Jod and dor woch tin ; feed Your, on. Souls and ne 1 +4. 
deeceive 1 n ; "Mp 

Often reftect add coins "ds you have beard. | 9 
Think with your ſelves, I have been hearing the Word, 
what [impreſſions has it made) what Convictions have 
I felt what Reſolutions Have F form d , No- my 
Soul, take e ty manage according to what thou! fir 
haſt been convinc'd is thy Duty, and reſolv'd ſhall be 
thy Practice. Re. 

Lament your paſt Wo; wrofitableneſs : Deep Repen- 
tance that you ie heard fo long in Vain, will be 
a mighty Means td quicken you to Duty for time to 
come. The ſhameful Remembrance of your paſt Tri- 
fling may be expected to. make you double your 
Diligence. 1 

Eſpecially be much in belioning Views of Unſeen: 
Realities: Set God, and Chriſt, and Judgment, and 2 
Heaven, and Hell before you ; and you'll find that” 2 
by holding your. Minds. cloſe. to theſe Objects, your 9 
Hearts will warm, and thoſe Affections — Fire, with: _ 
which you'll run "the ways of God's Commandments. 

Be particularly careful that you fit duly Jooſe from 
the World, and ben't too much embaraſs'd and in- 
cumber'd with It. Remember ſeriouſly 2 Man can 
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5 Bat, '' * 1 Succe pe 
re ſhall only add, That I am fo. perſwaded of) 
Truth a Importance of what L have. wage of | 
leave it with vou, ag my Ja! a : 
were to ſtep out -of this Pulpit into, Eternity- 
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